Are You Doing
Things? part 4

The

Small

These last few weeks we discussed the small or simple things
that promote spiritual growth. For review, these activities
(disciplines) include reading the Word, private prayer, and
Spirit-led fellowship. These are the essentials. These
disciplines are foundational and without them, we’ll have no
firm ground to stand on.
Remaining in Him is making certain that we’ll continue to grow
and be ready for whatever challenges He leads us to next. We
are never to stop growing as He is inexhaustible. At the very
least, we are to pursue these three activities. They lead us
to become one Body of Christ and one with Him, which is what
He’s always intended.
John 17: 20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but
also for all who will ever believe in me through their
message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and
I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may
they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.
As we also discussed, these three disciplines are in direct
pursuit of being obedient to His two greatest commandments.
This act of worship and devotion will sow many seeds into Him
and He’ll be certain to reward us richly when we’ve shown that
we can be faithful and trustworthy with the “small things”.
Matthew 25: 21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done,
my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’
At the very least, the “small things” are the work He’s given

us to do. It is in these small, simple tasks that we learn
what He likes, dislikes, and how He operates.

Think of it as an orientation for a job.
Only it is an orientation that never stops. Can we ever master
the Scriptures? Will we ever really know God? Will we ever be
self-sustaining, not needful of others? These are the small
things in each of our lives that we can control. These duties
will always be required of us in order to keep growing.
John 15: 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those
who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not
remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and
withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be
burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you,
you may ask for anything you want, and it will be
granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true
disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.
This is practicing the very presence of the Living God and
yields eternal blessings beyond our belief. It is true
discipleship and is far more important than what any seminary
will teach. You do not need a seminary to teach you how to
draw near to God.
The apostle Paul, when considering his knowledge and pedigree
had this to say, and it’s quite a statement:
Philippians 3: 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when
compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting
it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9 and become
one with him.
When we seriously pursue Him, we find that He is an incredibly
personal God and He takes the greatest interests in the minor

details of our everyday lives. What He wants most is our
undivided attention and He teaches us lessons that He
exclusively designs for us. Always remember that He is the
Teacher and seek Him for direction that only He can give.

Only Jesus truly knows you
People cannot ultimately tell you what to do, although they
try, they really don’t know what’s best for you or what you
should be doing next. But Jesus does know and He wants to show
you how to love Him, how to love others and how to live your
life in a way that is pleasing to Him. Who else can teach us
these things when we are so uniquely shaped and have our own
diverse backgrounds and family cultures? In a society that
seeks a one-size fits all, cookie cutter way of educating
people this is a very foreign concept. Consider what Jesus
says here:
Matthew 23: 8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And do not call
anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is
in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you
have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you
will be your servant. (NIV)
Remember, there is really only one thing worth being concerned
about:
Luke 10: 38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way
to Jerusalem, they came to a certain village where a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 Her sister, Mary,
sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught.40 But
Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing.
She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to
you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work?
Tell her to come and help me.”
41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried

and upset over all these details! 42 There is only one thing
worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it
will not be taken away from her.”

Is that simple enough?
Ephesians 3: 16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited
resources he will empower you with inner strength through his
Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as
you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love
and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to
understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long,
how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the
love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully.
Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life
and power that comes from God.
“Dear Lord, you have the words that give eternal life. Where
else would I go? Teach me your ways, oh Lord. Help me to know
you more and lead me along your path. Thank you for creating
me, for loving me, for calling me and for teaching me. You are
everything to me and I owe everything to you. My heart is
yours, Lord, do with me what you will, I surrender myself to
you. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash

